
 

Model Public Examination – Mar 2018 

SSLC - English I Paper 

Time Allowed: 2.30 Hrs             Maximum Marks: 100 

Instruction: (i) Check the question paper for fairness of printing. If there is any lack of fairness, 

inform the Hall Supervisor immediately. 

 (ii) Use Black or Blue ink to write. 

Note : This question paper contains five sections. 

SECTION – I - (VOCABULARY: 20 MARKS) 

1. Choose the appropriate synonyms of the underlined words:     (5 x 1 = 5) 

Now-a-days electronic devices fascinate (i) the younger generation who fall a prey (ii) to 

cyber-crime unknowingly. They scramble (iii) to overcome this crisis which is a challenge (iv) to 

them, to protect their personal (v) information from strangers. 

(i)  a) bore   b) accommodate c) interest  d) adapt 

(ii) a) problem   b) victim  c) force  d) wonder 

(iii)a) struggle   b) trouble  c) fear   d) hurry 

(iv)a) new method  b) fine task  c) simple way  d) difficult task 

(v) a) public   b) private   c) common  d) popular 

2. Choose the appropriate antonym of the underlined words:      (5 x 1 = 5) 

Besides the two World wars, the 20th century saw several (i) regional wars which were full of 

brutality (ii) with an irreverent (iii) attitude towards life in general. However, with the world 

economy having improved in the 21st century we tend to feel we are living now as a privileged 

generation with more comfort and less wars. But are we really a privileged lot? Do we not tremble in 

panic (iv) every time we hear of a bomb blast in a public place and are we not deeply worried when 

we hear of kidnappings and murders for material gain? We will, and can be, a privileged (v) 

generation only if all of us make a meaningful attempt to respect human life and aim at living in 

peace, harmony and contentment with one another, without fear and without ill-will or hatred 

towards anyone. 

(i) a) many   b) no    c) insignificant  d) few 

(ii)a) humaneness   b) dignity  c) generosity   d) kindness 

(iii)a) involved  b) considerate c) spiritual   d) respectful 

(iv)a) joy   b) indifference c) calmness  d) bravery 

(v)a) deprived   b) empowered  c) abandoned  d) incapable 

PART – III 

Answer any ten of the following                                (10x1=10) 

3. The common expansion of NLC is 

a) Neighbour Loyalty Care   b) Neiveli Lignite Corporation 

a) Neiveli Limonite Corporation   d) Network Line Corporation 

4. Choose the sentence that is correct in meaning: 

a) Everyone must see the sea.  b) Everyone must see the see. 
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5. Replace the underlined word with its equivalent American English word. 

My favourite snack is chips. 

6. Which of the words given below can be placed after „cricket‟ to form a compound word? 

a) ball    b) bat   c) field  d) stump 

7. What is the plural form of the word „son-in-law‟? 

a) son-in-laws  b) sons-in-law c) sons-in-laws 

8. Attach a prefix to the word „polite‟ from the list given below to complete the sentence. 

His behaviour was rude and __ polite. 

a) un     b) in     c) dis    d) im 

9. Replace the underlined word in the sentence with one of the phrasal verbs given below to 

convey the same meaning. 

The manager will cancel the meeting. 

a) call on   b) call out  c) call in  d) call off 

10. Separate the syllables of any one of the following words: 

a) entertainment   b) people   c) guitarist 

11. Choose the appropriate word to make a meaningful sentence: 

During the Holi festival my cousin ______ the colour powder on me. 

a) shriek    b) spattered 

12. Construct a sentence using one of the words given below: 

a) innocent   b) innocence  c) innocently 

13. Reframe the sentence using the underlined word as a noun. 

Eve-teasers should be severely punished. 

14. Which of the two sentences given below conveys the following meaning? 

We could not visit any other country in Europe. 

a) Germany is the only country we visited in Europe. 

b) We are the only people who visited Europe. 

SECTION – II - (GRAMMAR: 25 MARKS) – PART – I 
Answer all the questions. Respond to the following as directed.                 (10x1=10) 

15. If you called me, ______ 

a) I would have come b) I would come c) I will come 

16. Identify the pattern of the following sentence. 

My brother is going to Bangalore. 

a) SVC   b) SVO  c) SVA 

17. Choose the correct question tag for the following statement. 

I haven‟t answered your questions, ______? 

a) is it   b) have I  c) did I 

18. Complete the sentence. 

Tamil is ________ languages. 

a) one of the oldest  b) the oldest  c) most old 
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19. Choose the sentence which correctly conveys the meaning of the sentence given below. 

He denied his guilt. 

a) He admitted that he was guilty. 

b) He refused to admit his guilt. 

c) He did his guilt. 

20.  Complete the sentence. 

___________ your advertisement, I send my resume. 

a) by dint of   b) with reference to  c) ahead of 

21. Choose the correct verb form to complete the sentence. 

I started _______ too, but for a different reason. 

a) to be crying   b) crying   c) cry 

22. Choose the correct phrase to complete the sentence. 

She was reluctant _______ that. 

a) at saying   b) in saying   c) for saying 

23. Choose the appropriate article to complete the sentence. 

Let us discuss _____ matter seriously. 

a) a    b) an    c) the 

24. Choose the appropriate preposition to complete the sentence. 

The baby has been sleeping _____ a long time. 

a) for    b) since   c) at 

PART – II 
Answer all the following. Rewrite as directed:                     (5x2=10) 

25. Combine the two sentences into a single sentence: 

He reached Chennai. He visited his friend. 

26. Rewrite the sentence in other voice. 

The prizes were distributed to the winners by the Chief Guest and he was thanked by them. 

27. Rewrite the sentence in indirect speech. 

Mother asked me how I had written the test. 

28. From the context of the two sentences given below to form a single sentence using “If” Clause. 

The weather improves. We will drive down to Rameshwaram. 

29. Read the following sentences about a group of girls and write your observation in a single 
sentence using any one of the degrees of comparison. 

a) Sivarajan is 38 years old 

b) Murugan is 42 years old 

c) Vairam is 44 years old 

d) Muthuraman is 45 years old 

e) Vijay is 43 years old 

PART – III 

30. Punctuate the following sentence:                  (5) 

i wont go without my fathers word said casabianca 
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SECTION – III - (PROSE: 15 MARKS) - PART – I 

Answer briefly any five of the following questions.           (5x2=10) 

31. Why would Hughie wish to apologise to the Baron? 

32. What can artistes do to save the planet? 

33. What is the two-fold duty to be acquired by students? 

34. How are some domestic workers lives similar to those slaves? 

35. What was the first meal of the day for Chaya‟s children? 

36. Which is the smallest of all birds? 

37. What aspect of the temple baffles engineers till this day? 

PART – II 

Answer in a paragraph any one of the following questions. Your paragraph should not 

exceed 120 words.                 (1x5=5) 

38. a) Describe the courageous way the Americans overcome the fall of the Twin Towers? 

b) What were the contribution of the Cholas to art and culture? 

c) Describe the daily routine of Chaya and her family? 

SECTION – IV – (POETRY: 20 MARKS) – PART – I 

Quote from memory any one of the following extracts:           (5x1=5) 

39. a) First Five lines of the poem “Manliness” 

From  : “If you can …………………….. 

To : ………………… and sinew”. 

b)  Five lines of the poem “The cry of the children” 

From  : “We fall upon ……………… 

To : ………………… underground”. 

PART – II 

Read the following sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below :      (5x1=5) 

40. Yet, if we take time to peer deeper, 

 Then, what gems would we see? 

What do the gems refer to? 

41.   If you can meet with triumph and disaster 

And treat those two impostors just the same; 

 Give the meaning of the word “triumph”. 

42. The well was dry beside the door, 

And so we went with pail and can 

Where was the well? 

43. Our knees tremble sorely in the stooping 

  We fall upon our faces, trying to go; 

   What makes the children fall? 
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44. Softly, in the dusk, a woman is singing to me; 

 Taking me back down the vista of years, till I see 

  What is the woman doing? 

PART – III 

Read the following lines from the poems you have studied and answer the questions 

given below:                 (5x1=5) 

45. I weep like the child for the past. 

What figure of speech do you find in this line? 

46. We ran as if to meet the moon 

That slowly dawned behind the trees 

The barren boughs, without the leaves, 

Without the birds, without the breeze. 

Bring out the rhyme scheme employed in these lines. 

47. I spawn and splash in distant spills 

What is the figure of speech used in these lines? 

48. A mirror of his changing moods 

Pick out the words that are alliterated. 

49. Appearances are deceptive, and to the superficial gaze 

The outside looks dull and grey, plain looking in many ways. 

Pick out the rhyming words in these lines. 

PART – IV 

Answer in a paragraph any one of the following questions: Your paragraph should not 

exceed 120 words.          (5x1=5) 

50. a) Bring out the substance of the poem “Beautiful Inside”? (or) 

b)  Attempt a character sketch of Celine? (or) 

c)  Describe the „storm in the cupboard‟ and its consequences. 

SECTION – V – (LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS: 20 MARKS) 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  (5x2=10) 

51. Hockey is the national game of India. It had a glorious past in India. The Indian Hockey Team 

had won six consecutive Olympics. But its present condition is dismal, because hockey is not being 

given much importance. Still the banner of hockey is held aloft, thanks to the great players Dhyan 

Chand and Dhanraj Pillai. 

Questions: 

a) Which is the national game of India? 

b) State the condition of the game in the past. 

c) What is the condition of the game now? 

d) Is hockey being given much importance? 

e) Who are the two great Indian hockey players mentioned in the passage? 

www.kalvikural.com



 

52. Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences:  (5x1=5) 

a) One of the box is heavy. 

b) The Ganges is holiest river. 

c) We discussed about the price rise. 

d) He has been reading since two hours. 

e) Kumar‟s father is a MLA. 

53. Look at the picture given below and answer the following questions in one or 

two sentences of your own:         (5x1=5) 

 

a) What do you see in the picture? 

b) Where are the elephants? 

c) How many elephants are there in the herd? 

d) Do you think it is the right place for the elephants to live in? 

e) Have you ever visited the Zoo? 

************* 

       With Best Wishes… 

                       M.Muthuprabakaran M.A.,M.Phil.,B.Ed., 

      Graduate English Teacher, 

         Government Higher Secondary School, 

    Puzhuthipatti, 

           Sivagangai DT-630309. 
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